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Public  Health  Department, 

Rock  Grounds, 

Aberdare. 

28 th  October,  1956. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
ABERDARE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions 
of  the  district,  and  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Officers  of 
the  Public  Health  Department,  together  with  the  vital  and  other 
statistics  for  the  year  1955.  This  report  has  been  prepared  on 
the  lines  laid  down  in  Circular  17/55  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health. 

I would  like  to  express  to  the  Council  my  appreciation  of 
the  interest  shown  by  the  Members  in  matters  affecting  Public 
Health.  I wish  also,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  help 
I have  received  from  Mr.  James,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  the 
Council  s Chief  Officers,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Daniel 
Richards,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  Chief 
Clerk,  and  the  Clerical  Staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  assistance 

to  me  during  the  year  under  review. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  LI.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 

Census  Population  (1951) 

Registrar’s  estimated  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (March,  1955) 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  .... 


15,183 

40,932 

40,500 

12,586 

£173,762 

£652 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population 

Still  Births  per  1,000  home  population  

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population 
Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Phthisis  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population  .... 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population 


13.6 

0.54 

16.72 

32.67 

25.41 

0.19 

0.024 


DEATHS. 

Deaths  that  actually  occurred  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  596 

Local  residents  who  died  outside  the  area  ....  ....  ....  94 

690 

Residents  of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  Aberdare  area. . . . ....  13 

Corrected  number  of  deaths  ....  677 


Six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  deaths  occurred  among  local  residents 


giving  a death  rate  of  16.72  per  1,000. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  per  1,000  ....  ....  11.7 

For  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County)  ....  ....  ....  ....  13.09 

For  Urban  Districts  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13.03 

For  Rural  Districts  ....  ....  ••••  13.24 


INFANT  MORTALITY  AND  NEO  MORTALITY  i955. 


Infant  Mortality.  Neo  Natal  Mortality. 


Source 


Deaths 

under 

one 

year. 


Rate  per 
1,000 
live 
Births 


Deaths 

under 

four 

weeks. 


Rate  per 
1,000 
live 
Births 


England  and  Wales  .... 

— 

29.0 

— 

17.3 

Glamorgan  County 

374 

33.58 

253 

22.72 

Urban  Districts 

286 

34.73 

189 

22.95 

Rural  Districts 

88 

30.33 

64 

20.06 

ABERDARE  

18 

32.67 

14 

25.41 

Some  larger  Glamorgan  Districts  : 

Barry 

19 

26.84 

13 

18.36 

Bridgend 

4 

16.0 

4 

16.0 

Caerphilly 

24 

35.93 

16 

23.95 

Maesteg 

16 

44.08 

6 

16.53 

Mountain  Ash  .... 

17 

36.56 

13 

27.9 

Neath  Borcugh.... 

16 

40.30 

13 

32.75 

Neath  Rural 

23 

40.64 

16 

28.27 

Pontypridd 

20 

38.24 

15 

28.68 

Port  Talbot 

30 

34.21 

23 

26.23 

Rhondda  Borough 

48 

32.28 

27 

18.16 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


12  femh^UmTnr  °lu  ul  !3'rth!  re8istered  was  22  of  which  10  were  males  and 
beiJg  38  3 ThG  U b h ^ ratC  Per  1,000  re8istercd  Live  and  Still  Births 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality- — Deaths  under  One 
Year.  Rates  per  1,000  Births,  since  1898. 


England  and  England  and 


Year. 

Aberdare. 

Wales. 

Year.  Aberdare. 

Wales. 

1898 

227 

160 

1931 

86 

66 

1899 

241 

163 

1932 

57 

65 

1900 

164 

154 

1933 

78 

64 

1901 

234 

151 

1934 

79 

59 

1902 

169 

133 

1935 

67 

57 

1903 

174 

132 

1936 

68 

59 

1904 

239 

145 

1937 

73 

58 

1905 

199 

128 

1938 

51 

53 

1906 

209 

132 

1939 

50 

50 

1907 

134 

118 

1940 

80 

55 

1908 

212 

120 

1941 

61 

59 

1909 

127 

109 

1942 

66 

49 

1910 

151 

105 

1943 

44 

49 

1911 

187 

130 

1944 

36 

46 

1912 

114 

95 

1945 

46 

46 

1913 

172 

108 

1946 

46 

43 

1914 

99 

105 

1947 

62 

• 41 

1915 

140 

110 

1948 

41 

34 

1916 

102 

91 

1949 

51 

32 

1917 

91 

96 

1950  I.M. 

33.85 

29.8 

1918 

123 

97 

1950  N.N.M. 

20.07 

1919 

89 

89 

1951  I.M. 

54.28 

29.6 

1920 

98 

80 

1951  N.N.M. 

37.83 

18.8 

1921 

104 

83 

1952  I.M. 

36.78 

27.6 

1922 

110 

77 

1952  N.N.M. 

22.77 

18.9 

1923 

77 

69 

1953  I.M. 

30.80 

26.8 

1924 

84 

75 

1953  N.N.M. 

25.36 

17.7 

1925 

95 

75 

1954  I.M. 

26.79 

25.5 

1926 

88 

70 

1954  N.N.M. 

21.43 

17.7 

1927 

71 

69 

1955  I.M. 

32.67 

24.9 

1928 

91 

65 

1955  N.N.M. 

25.41 

17.3 

1929 

98 

74 

1930 

68 

60 

DM  — Infant  Mortality.  No.  of  deaths  under  1 year. 
N.N.M. Neo  Natal  Mortality.  No.  of  deaths  under  4 weeks). 


TABLE  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


All  causes 

Male 

395 

Female. 

282 

Total. 

677 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

6 

2 

8 

„ Other  forms 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease .... 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach  .... 

10 

7 

17 

„ „ lung — bronchus 

10 

3 

13 

,,  „ breast 

— 

7 

7 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .... 

18 

20 

38 

Leukaemia  - aleukaemia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

8 

8 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

60 

54 

114 

Coronary  disease-angina 

49 

21 

70 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

6 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

84 

83 

167 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

6 

12 

Influenza  .... 

3 

4 

7 

Pneumonia... 

11 

6 

17 

Bronchitis 

31 

9 

40 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

38 

2 

40 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

3 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

13 

— 

13 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

26 

53 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

7 

5 

12 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  gf  war  .... 

r— 

<— . 

>— 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


The  follow  ng  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the 
area  during  the  past  five  years. 


M. 

1955 
F.  Total 

M. 

1954 
F.  Total 

M. 

1953 
F.  Total 

M. 

1952 

F.  Total. 

M. 

1951 
F.  Tota 

Stomach 

10 

7 

17 

14 

10 

24 

9 

10 

19 

14 

5 

19 

15 

11 

26 

Lung 

bronchus 

10 

3 

13 

11 

— 

11 

7 

1 

8 

11 

1 

12 

8 

1 

9 

Breast 

— 

7 

7 

— 

2 

2 

— 

12 

12 

— 

10 

10 

— 

6 

6 

Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

6 

6 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

4 

Other 

18 

20 

38 

20 

22 

42 

23 

20 

43 

25 

14 

39 

30 

18 

48 

Totals 

38 

41 

79 

45 

38 

83 

39 

49 

88 

50 

34 

84 

53 

40 

93 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

262 

269 

531 

Illegitimate 

9 

11 

20 

271 

280 

551 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  being  ....  ....  ...  13.6 

1954  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  was  ....  ....  13.78 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  ....  ....  15.0 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County)  15.1 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Urban  Districts  being  ....  ....  15  4 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Rural  Districts  being  ....  ....  14.3 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  20  of  which  9 were  boys 
and  11  girls  and  no  deaths  occurred  among  these  children,  J 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  following  notifications  were  received 


DISEASE. 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

18 

26 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

4 

5 

9 

Measles 

263 

237 

500 

Para  Typhoid 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  .... 

15 

14 

29 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

4 

Meningococcal  Infections  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

6 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

— 

5 

5 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

2 

1 

3 

Of  the  above  the  following 
Meningoccal  Infection 

case  was  withdrawn  : — 
1 

1 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifications  of  confirmed 
infectious  diseases  during  the  past  six  years  : — 


DISEASE. 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  . 
Measles 
Paratyphoid 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Erysipelas  .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia... 
Poliomyelitis-Paralytic 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 


1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

2 

26 

16 

1 

81 

104 

99 

9 

2 

44 

88 

147 

23 

500 

9 

340 

230 

481 

128 

1 

1 

— 

11 

— 

1 

2 

3 

8 

1 

7 

2 

12 

11 

3 

2 

2 

16 

3 

5 

3 

5 

3 

8 

4 

2 

3 

6 

9 

4 

5 

15 

7 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

29 

26 

43 

41 

98 

32 

3 

— 

1 

7 

— 

1 

' 



, 

— 

1 

1 

* 
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Prevention  and  control  of  infectious 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


During  1955,  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  my  area,  and  the 
details  are  as  follows  : — 

Female  age  14  years  and  8 months  and  was  immunised  when  3 years  old 
Family  consisted  of  father,  mother  and  two  children. 

Father’s  occupation — Miner. 

Patient  was  admitted  to  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swab  taken  at  hospital — negative. 

Medical  Superintendent’s  observation — Clinical  Diphtheria. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATION 

(CORRECTED). 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected)  returned  to  Registrar  General  ...  12 

OUTBREAKS 

Total  Outbreaks  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Total  cases  due  to  outbreaks  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Outbreaks  due  to  ....  Staphylococcus  (Aureus)  in  both  cases. 

SINGLE  CASES 

Total  number  of  known  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Case  due  to  ....  Unknown  Cause. 


ADMISSIONS  TO  MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL, 
MERTHYR  TYDFIL,  DURING  1955. 


No.  of 

Disease.  Cases. 

Diphtheria  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Meningococcal  Infection  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  ....  ....  ....  12 

Poliomyelitis  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  ....  ....  ....  7 

Mumps  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Enteritis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Dysentery  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Anthrax  (Unconfirmed)  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Ulcerated  throat  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Food  Poisoning  ....  ....  ....  3 

Paratyphoid  4 

Cerebral  Abcess  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Under  observation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Total  ....  77 


Number  of  patients  admitted  during  year  77 

Aggregate  number  of  days  spent  by  patients  in  hospital  1698 

Average  number  of  days  per  patient  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19.7 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  167.  Sub.  Sect.  4). 

Authority  is  given  to  Local  Authorities  under  the  above  Section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  replace  bedding  soiled  and  suspected  of  containing 
infection  after  infectious  diseases. 

No  such  replacement  was  made  in  my  district  during  1955. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  72). 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section,  which  empowers  the  Council 
to  apply  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  Hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  in  1955  was  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  49 

Tuberculosis — Meningitis  4 

Tuberculosis — Other  Forms ....  8 

Total  notified  during  the  year  61 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  Sanitoria  in  1955  94 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  discharged  from  Sanitoria  in  1955  ....  95 


The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  persons  notified 
as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  of  those  who  have  died  from  the  disease  : — 


NEW 

CASES 

NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Age 

Respir- 

Menin- 

Other 

Respir- 

Menin- 

Other 

Periods 

atory. 

gitis. 

forms. 

atory. 

gitis. 

forms 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F 

0 to  5 
5 to  14 

2 

3 1 

2 

15  to  24 

10 

6 



2 

1 

25  to  44 

12 

6 



1 

— 

1 

— 





45  to  64  .... 

7 

2 



— 

1 

2 

2 



1 — 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 

4 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

33 

16 

3 1 

6 

2 

6 

2 

— — 

1 — 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district 
for  the  past  21  years  : — 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


DEATHS  NOTIFIED. 


Year. 

Respiratory. 

Other  F 

1935 

42 

20 

1936 

31 

10 

1937 

49 

21 

1938 

63 

16 

1939 

50 

12 

1940 

68 

15 

1941 

73 

15 

1942 

60 

17 

1943 

79 

22 

1944 

85 

14 

1945 

63 

14 

1946 

64 

13 

1947 

62 

8 

1948 

57 

9 

1949 

50 

12 

1950 

51 

12 

1951 

51 

17 

1952 

44 

2 

1953 

104 

8 

1954 

74 

10 

1955 

49 

12 

Respiratory. 

30 

31 

29 
26 
31 

30 
30 
20 
26 
30 
17 
24 

23 
17 

24 
22 
27 
11 
13 

9 

8 


Other  Forms. 

11 

8 

7 

11 

4 

4 

4 

6 

4 

5 
1 
2 
4 
1 

4 

2 

5 
1 
1 
5 
1 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  supply  of  the  Urban  District  Council  is  derived  from  seven 
sources.  In  six  of  these  the  water  is  treated,  i.e.  filtered  and  chlorinated, 
but  is  chlorinated  only  in  the  remaining  source.  In  general  the  raw  water 
from  all  sources  is  of  an  upland  surface  type  and  soft  in  character. 


CAPACITY 

RESERVOIR.  IN  GALLONS. 

NANTHIR  40,000,000 

(Situated  on  the  mountainside 
above  Llwydcoed) 


NANTYMOEL  67,000,000 

(Situated  on  the  mountainside 
above  Llwydcoed) 


BWLLFA  (Graig  Storage  Ponds).  7,000,000 
(Situated  in  the  Bwllfa, 

Cwmdare  Village). 


NANTAMANFACH  100,000 

(Situated  in  the  hollow  of  the 
Hafod  Wen  mountain,  Cwmaman). 

PWLLFA 300,000 

(Situated  at  Ffyrnant  in  the 
hollow  of  the  Ffaldau  and 
Coedcae  mountains,  Cwmaman). 

TAF  FECHAN  WATER  BOARD. 

Upper  Neuadd  ....  340,000,000 

Lower  Neuadd  ....  •••■  74,000,000 

Taf  Fechan  3,400,000,000 


AREA  SUPPLIED. 

Llwydcoed,  Ysguborwen, 
Graig  Place,  Abernant, 
Maesyffynon,  Godreaman 
(West  of  Jubilee  Road,) 
Forge  View  area,  North 
View  Terrace,  Cwmbach 
and  lower  part  of  Blaen- 
nantygroes. 

Hoovers,  Cables,  Trecy- 
non  (Trefelin  to  (Park 
Schools),  Robertstown, 
Aberaman,  (Full  Moon  to 
Aberaman  Colliery) , 
Godreaman  (East  of 
Jubilee  Rd),  Abercwmboi 

Foundrytown,  Davies- 
town,  Town  Centre, 
Maesydre,  Gadlys  (to 
Park  Grove),  Plasdraw 
area,  Sunnybank  Street. 

Main  supply  of  Cwmaman 
(to  Woodland  Terrace). 


Lower  part  of  Cwmaman 
and  upper  Part  of 
Godreaman  to  top  of 
Jubilee  Road 


Croes  Bychan,  Hirwaun, 
Penywaun,  Hirwaun  Rd. 
Cwmdare. 

Trecynon  (Cemetery- 
Park  Lane,  Llewellyn  St) . 


BL AENN ANT YGROES  TANK.  4,000  Blaennantygroes  Road 

(Chlorinated  only).  (ToP  Half). 

The  chlorination  equipment  was 
installed  6th  December,  1955. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  were  made  fortnightly  on  all  sources  of  water  supply. 

A table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  on  the  filtered  supplies  is  given  below  :■ 
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RIVER  POLLUTION. 


Two  settling  ponds,  which  were  mentioned  in  the  two  last  annual  reports 
as  being  under  construction,  were  completed  in  the  year  under  review,  and 
came  into  operation  on  2nd  May,  1955.  These  ponds,  which  work  alternately, 
each  arrest  every  week  500  tons  of  flue  dust  which  formerly  entered  the 
River  Cynon  direct.  The  residual  effluent  from  the  ponds  to  the  river  is 
still  rather  grey  in  colour  because  it  contains  a proportion  of  unprecipitated 
flue  dust.  Whilst,  therefore,  the  general  condition  of  the  river  shews  a most 
marked  improvement  as  a result  of  the  action  already  taken,  it  is  considered 
that  it  is  capable  of  being  even  further  improved.  The  National  Coal  Board 
are  therefore  being  urged  to  undertake  such  further  works  as  would  achieve 
this,  and,  at  the  same  time,  neutralize  the  acidity  of  the  final  effluent. 

The  practice  applied  last  year  of  dealing  with  all  the  problems  connected 
with  the  Phurnacite  Plant,  Abercwmboi,  under  a single  heading  has  been 
followed  on  this  occasion.  For  a comment  on  the  obnoxious  effluent  hitherto 
emitted  from  that  Plant  see,  therefore,  below. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


The  public  interest  in  the  topic  of  atmospheric  pollution  which  was 
mentioned  last  year  has  been  maintained  and  extended  during  1955. 

The  major  local  problems  in  this  connection  remained  the  same,  viz.: — 

(i)  flue  dust  from  the  stack  at  Aberaman  Colliery  ; 

(ii)  coal  dust  from  the  coal  drier  at  Middle  Duffryn  Power  Station  ; 
and 

(iii)  dust  and  fumes  from  the  Phurnacite  Plant,  Abercwmboi. 


All  three  installations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 


Those  who  suffer  most  from  the  above  nuisances  (again  using  the  word 
throughout  in  its  wider  non-statutory  sense),  could  be  forgiven  for  thinking 
that  nothing  had  been  done  to  improve  their  lot  in  this  year.  Indeed,  it  is 
only  when  attempting  in  retrospect  a balanced  assessment  of  events  during 
the  year,  that  the  progress  actually  made  can  be  apprehended. 

There  are  three  reasons  for  this  : — 

(i)  In  two  cases,  the  work,  which  it  was  said  last  year  the  National 
Coal  Board  had  agreed  to  undertake,  was  not  completed  during 
the  year,  nor  was  it  due  for  completion  in  that  year.  And  in 
all  three  cases  remedial  works  are  continuing. 

(ii)  The  progress  made,  whilst  steady,  has  been  so  gradual  as  to  be 
almost  imperceptible  at  the  time. 


(m)  It  is  always  the  outsider  who  sees  more  of  the  game”  : and 
the  Council,  its  Public  Health  Department  and  the  public  are  all 
participating  m the  events  connected  with  this  problem  so  keenly 

ai?d  ^S!ly,  aS  to.  be  f,eniec]  that  appreciation  of  the  position 
which  detachment  is  proverbially  said  to  bring. 
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It  is  vexing  that  the  nuisance  from  the  flue  dust  at  the  Aberaman  Colliery 
should  be  a direct  consequence  of  the  solution  of  another  problem.  Last 
year  it  was  said  that  dust  arresting  equipment  installed  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  at  considerable  cost  at  the  Aberaman  Colliery  had  ended  the  discharge 
of  grey  slurry  into  the  River  Cynon.  Unhappily,  the  same  equipment  has 
not  proved  equally  effective  in  preventing  the  emission  of  flue  dust  to  the 
atmosphere. 


Suffice  it  to  say  for  the  moment,  however,  that  the  Council  is  impressed 
by  the  expressed  determination  of  the  Board  to  produce  a solution  to  this 
problem,  and  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  at  Member  and  Officer 
level  provide  hope  of  an  ultimate  solution. 


At  the  Middle  Duflryn  Power  Station  the  National  Coal  Board  at  Area 
level,  have  followed  the  example  set  at  Divisional  level  in  respect  of  the 
Phurnacite  Plant,  and  authorised  in  November,  1955,  the  installation  of  an 
electrostatic  precipitator  to  trap  the  dust  from  the  drier  thereat.  It  is  not 
thought  that  any  technical  difficulties  will  arise  in  this  case,  and  on  the 
completion  of  the  work  in  1956  or  early  1957,  a vast  improvement  is  expected 
in  this  locality. 


As  mentioned  before,  the  Phurnacite  Plant  receives  separate  treatment 
below. 


So  as  to  enable  a scientific  assessment  to  be  made  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
measures  being  taken  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  District,  as  well 
as  for  wider  purposes,  the  Council  authorised  the  establishment  of  a number 
of  measuring  stations.  A visit  was  made  to  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research  in  October,  1955,  to  obtain  guidance  as  to  the  type 
of  equipment  most  suitable  for  this  purpose. 


The  subsequent  establishment  of  a co-ordinated  series  of  stations  by 
the  respective  Authorities  in  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Urban  Districts, 
is  one  of  the  practical  consequences  of  the  recognition,  which  had  its  origin 
in  the  year  under  review,  by  both  Councils  that  atmospheric  pollution  has  no 
regard  for  administrative  boundaries.  Of  this  development  there  will  be 
mere  to  be  said  in  the  next  Report. 


PHURNACITE  PLANT,  ABERCWMBOI. 


In  closing  that  part  of  the  1954  Report  which  dealt  with  the  above 
matter,  it  was  said  that  the  Divisional  Chairman  of  the  National  Coal  Board 
had,  before  the  end  of  that  year,  authorised  : — 


(i)  the  purchase,  for  installation  in  the  Old  Plant,  of  electrostatic 
precipitators  which  it  was  hoped  would  produce  a solution  to 
the  dust  nuisance  ; and 
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(ii)  the  construction  of  breeze  ponds  and  an  ammonia  recovery 
plant  to  deal  with  the  effluent  in  a closed  circuit  without  dis- 
charge into  the  river. 

But,  it  was  added,  neither  the  technical  resources  of  the  Board  nor 
those  available  to  the  Council  had  been  able  to  suggest  any  real  remedy  to 
the  fume  nuisance  (i.e.,  the  liberation  of  green  fumes  to  the  atmosphere  on 
the  charging  of  the  retorts),  although,  by  reason  of  the  rapid  advances  being 
made  in  the  field  of  scientific  development,  hope  thereof  had  by  no  means 
been  abandoned. 


The  work  authorised  proceeded  steadily  during  1955  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  there  is  good  hope  that  before  the  end  of  1956  a substantial  improve- 
ment will  have  been  achieved.  The  continued  will  of  the  National  Coal 
Board  to  achieve  a satisfactory  solution  to  the  dust  and  effluent  difficulties 
has  been  demonstrated  in  a number  of  ways  including  an  invitation,  which 
was  accepted,  to  inspect  a bacteriological  plant  at  the  Maritime  Colliery, 
Pontypridd.  The  Board  have  since,  at  the  Councils’  request,  undertaken  to 
consider  whether  some  modification  or  adaptation  of  such  a plant  could  not 
be  applied  to  the  treatment  at  the  Phurnacite  Plant  of  the  phenols  in  the 
effluent  after  the  ammonia  has  been  removed.  This  course  would  not  have 
suggested  itself  to  the  Council’s  Officers  had  not  the  Board  itself  inspired 
this  visit. 


It  is,  however,  in  dealing  with  the  fume  nuisance  mentioned  above  that 
the  most  significant  new  step  was  taken  during  the  year. 


Because  of  the  apparent  insolubility  of  the  problem  the  Council,  with 
the  goodwill  of  the  National  Coal  Board,  in  October,  1955,  requested  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  exercise  the  powers  which 
he  appeared  to  have  under  the  Alkali  Works  Regulation  Act,  1906,  and  the 
Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1936,  where  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  any  work  was  likely  to  produce  noxious  and  offensive  gas,  to  authorise 
an  inspector  to  investigate  the  matter. 


As  a result  of  this  request  Dr.  E.  J.  Mahler  (who  now  holds  the  appoint- 
ment of  Deputy  Chief  Alkali  Inspector),  made  on  16th  November,  1955,  a 
visit  to  the  plant.  In  the  detailed  report  which  he  later  submitted  on  that 
visit  Dr.  Mahler  made  certain  suggestions  which,  for  the  first  time,  seemed 
to  offer  some  prospect  of  a solution  to  the  problem.  The  Board  before  the 
end  of  the  year  had  engaged  an  additional  chemist  for  the  express  purpose 
of  carrying  out  tests  based  upon  Dr.  Mahler’s  suggestions.  Whilst  it  is  too 
early  at  this  stage  to  attempt  to  say  what  the  final  outcome  will  be,  the 
interim  results  are  sufficiently  encouraging  to  offer  good  hope  of  some  improve- 
ment eventually  being  achieved. 
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CINEMAS. 


The  Cinematograph  (Children’s)  (No.  2)  Regulations,  1955,  and  Cinemato- 
graph Act,  1952,  together  with  ceitain  Regulations  made  thereunder  took 
effect  on  1st  January,  1956. 

The  attention  of  all  existing  licensees  in  my  area  has  been  drawn  to  the 
above  Act  and  Regulations. 

During  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  their  routine  inspec- 
tion of  all  Cinemas  in  the  district  and  on  the  whole,  the  sanitary  conveniences 
were  kept  in  a reasonably  satisfactory  condition. 


LICENSED  PREMISES— HYGIENE. 

In  my  1954  Annual  Report,  I recorded  that  during  1954  a comprehensive 
inspection  of  the  78  licensed  premises  in  my  area  had  been  carried  out  and 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  premises  had  not  complied  with  the 
request  to  provide  hot  and  cold  water  in  the  bars  of  the  premises. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  during  1955,  hot  and  cold  water  has  been 
installed  in  the  remaining  two  premises. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  reports,  I have  to  state  that  the  greatest 
possible  liaison  exists  between  the  Licensing  Justices,  the  Superintendent 
of  Police  and  the  Public  Health  Department,  with  regard  to  the  hygiene 
and  inspection  of  Licensed  Premises  in  the  district. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  area  is  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff  under  the  supervision  cf  the  Council’s  Engineer. 

Increased  efficiency  is  being  obtained  by  the  collecting  of  refuse  in  up-to- 
date  mechanical  vehicles.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  three  horses  remained 
in  the  service  of  the  Council  for  assisting  with  refuse  collection. 

The  official  tipping  sites  of  the  area  during  the  year  were  situated  at  : — 
Gasworks  site,  Aberaman. 

Ynvs  site,  Aberdare. 

Shop  Houses  site,  Llwydcoed,  and 
The  Common  site,  Hirwaun. 


As  outlined  in  my  previous  reports,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continue 
to  investigate  complaints  relating  to  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse 
in  back  lanes  and  water  courses,  and  the  creating  of  "unofficial  tips  on 
waste  ground. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


During  the  year,  work  on  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  continued 
under  N.S.  21  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation 
Division),  and  two  operators  were  employed  full  time  by  the  Council. 


The  operators  also  carried  out  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers 
in  the  area  during  the  year. 


Particulars  of  other  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  will  be  found 


below  : — 

Number  of  treatments  : — 

Agricultural  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dwelling-houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  483 

Local  Authority  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Business  Premises  (the  total  cost  of  which  is  fully 

recoverable)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  87 

Total  573 


Particulars  of  treatments  using  Warfarin 

RAT  BAITS.  MICE  BAITS. 


Total  Bait  Total  Bait  Bait  Bait 

laid.  taken.  laid.  taken. 

9,771  ozs.  5,017  ozs.  4,152  ozs.  2,457  ozs 


Particulars  of  treatments  using  other  poison  : — 

RAT  BAITS.  MICE  BAITS. 


Total  No. 
of 

Pre-baits 

laid. 

Number 

of 

Poison 
baits  laid. 

Number  of 
complete 
and  Good 
Takes 

Number 

of 

Small 

Takes. 

Number 

of 

No 

Takes. 

Total  No. 
of 

Mice  Baits 
Laid. 

738 

265 

108 

45 

112 

78 

It  will  be  observed  from  these  figures  that  Warfarin  Poison  is  now 
primarily  used  in  all  surface  treatments.  This  is  all  to  the  good  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Warfarin  is  the  safest  known  poison  used  in  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice. 


SEWER  TREATMENTS. 


The  first  treitment  was  carried  out  with  Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc 
Phosphide  2\%  and  the  second  with  Bread  Mash  and  Arsenic  10%. 

Some  brief  particulars  of  the  treatments  are  given  below  : — 

FIRST  TREATMENT. 


Number  Number  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  Estimated 

of  Number  Complete  and  Small  No  Manholes  No.  of  rats 

Manholes  Baited.  Good  Takes  Takes.  Takes.  Flooded.  destroyed. 


654  594  119  44  431  28  2,978. 


SECOND  TREATMENT. 

677  611  125  54  432  11  2,844. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

As  from  the  28th  March,  1955,  the  slaughterhouse  was  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation  Limited  and  serves  the  Aberdare 
and  Mountain  Ash  Areas.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year  was  24,447.  All  the  carcases  were  examined  and  the  details  of  the 
inspections  made  are  indicated  below. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Number  killed  ....  ....  1,633 

Number  inspected  ....  ....  1,633 

All  diseases  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned....  — 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  destroyed  ....  349 

Percentages  of  the  numbers 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ....  ■■■•  21.4 


552 

552 

3 

177 

32.6 


342  16,772 

342  16,772 

2 9 

4 2,734 

1.8  16.3 


5,148 

5,148 


162 

3.1 


TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ....  6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  114 

Percentages  of  the  numbers 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ....  •••• 

CYSTICERCOSIS  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ....  — 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ....  — 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned ....  ....  ••••  ~ 


6 

1 

— 

7 

100 

— 

— 

161 

19.2 

0.3 

— 

3.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Food  of  the  above  description  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
amounted  to  17  tons,  10  cwts,  3 Qtrs.,  11  lbs. 


The  amount  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse  was  33,325  lbs.,  which 
consisted  of  : — 

Beef 

Beef  Offal 
Veal 

Veal  Offal 
Mutton... 

Mutton  Offal 
Pork 

Pork  Offal 


33,325  lbs. 


13,189  lbs. 
119  lbs. 
39  lbs. 
417  lbs. 
8,248  lbs. 
2,038  lbs. 
1,084  lbs. 


Miscellaneous  articles  of 
in  stores,  shops,  etc. 


food  condemned 

5,970  lbs. 


39,295  lbs. 


CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

Condemned  and  diseased  carcase  meat  and  other  inedible  offals  were 
disposed  of  to  bona  fide  dealers  in  this  kind  of  material  where  it  is  properly 
processed  for  various  purposes.  Other  condemned  foodstuff  which  could 
not  be  returned  to  the  suppliers  or  used  for  processing  purposes  was  disposed 
of  with  proper  care  in  the  local  authority’s  refuse  tips.  The  tips  are  under 
regular  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Public  Analyst  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  The  Parade, 
Cardiff,  undertakes  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  for  the  Local 
Authority. 

During  the  year,  137  specimens  were  sent  by  the  Health  Department 
and  local  General  Practitioners.  These  included  throat  and  nose  swabs, 
blood,  pus,  faeces,  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  etc. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AUTHORITY. 

The  Council  is  the  Food  and  Dmgs  Authority  for  the  District,  and  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
approximated  to  one  sample  per  158  members  of  the  population. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  qualitative  analysis 
was  257,  comprising  169  milks  and  88  other  foods. 

Of  the  257  samples  examined,  3 were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  otherwise 
unsatisfactory,  being  1.16  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  reports  on  the  adulterated  samples  and  the  result  of  the  action 
taken  are  indicated  below  : — 


Number 

of 

Sample. 

Commodity. 

Formal 

or 

Informal 

Nature  of 
adulteration  or 
irregularity. 

Action  taken. 

186. A. 

Portion 
of  Pie. 

Informal 

Portion  of  pie 
with  foreign 
matter. 

Council  accepted  re- 
commendation that 
no  proceedings  be 
instituted. 

A. 102 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat 
4 per  cent. 

Producer-Retailer 

warned. 

121. A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Deficient  in  fat  Warning  letter  sent 
9 per  cent.  to  the  Milk  Dealer. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Number  of  Licences  issued  to  Pasteurising  Plants  ....  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designation 

"Pasteurised”  ....  ....  ....  ••••  ••••  23 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  "Sterilised"  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  •—  1 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  "Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk 


REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Ninety-two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1940. 


Number  of  Dairies  registered  previously 9 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  during  1955 1 

Total  ....  10 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI. 

Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  district  for  examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM. 


All  the  shops  and  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  and  prepared  for  sale 
were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year.  Vehicles  used 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  also  inspected  and  kept  under  observation. 


The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
May,  1947.  These  regulations  prescribe  the  method  by  which  ice  cream  is 
manufactured. 

The  occupiers  of  all  registered  premises  within  the  district  are  aware  of 
the  requirements  of  these  regulations  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  any 
suggestions  made  have  readily  been  complied  with. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  noticed  that  there  appears  to  be  a tendency 
towards  the  increased  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  five  new  applications  were  received  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  purpose  of  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  all  were  granted. 

Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  qualitative 
examination. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  - SECTION  14. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  prior 

to  1955  ....  17 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  during  1955  Nil. 

17 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  prior  to  1955....  93 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  during  1955.  ..  5 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 


On  the  1st  January,  1956,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act,  1954 
should  have  come  into  operation,  but  was  repealed  immediately  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  operates  from  that  date.  Under  the  provisions  of 
section  13  of  the  1955  Act,  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  were  made 
on  the  16th  December,  1955,  and  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1956,  with  the  exception  of  certain  paragraphs,  which  came  into  operation 
at  a later  date.  These  regulations  are  a great  step  forward  in  securing  a 
higher  standard  of  hygiene  in  premises  on  or  from  which  there  is  carried  on 
any  food  business  and,  at  the  same  time,  will  mean  additional  responsibility 
for  the  Department. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  in  their  work  of  Education  in  Food 
Hygiene  together  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  premises  involved 
with  the  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  food. 

During  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  gave  advice  and  talks  to  food 
trade  employers  and  employees.  As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I gave  several 
talks  to  interested  organisations. 

Summary  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 

Grocers 

General  Provisions 

Greengrocers 

Cake  and  Confectioners  .... 

Public  Restaurants 

Butchers  .... 

Total 


Type  of  Shop. 

Lock-Up  Shops 
Parlour  Shops 
Other  Shops 


Total 


New  Shops  opened  during  the  year 
Shops  closed  during  the  year 
Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  carried 

out  during  1955  ....  ....  ••••  •••■  607 

As  in  previous  years,  I have  to  report  that  the  general  standard  both  of 
the  ‘lay-out’  and  maintenance  of  the  shops  within  the  area  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory  and  all  the  larger  shops  are  provided  with  adequate  facilities 
for  the  maintenance  of  a good  standard  of  hygiene. 

CENTRAL  COUNCIL  FOR  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

An  annual  contribution  is  made  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Edu- 
cation, whereby  the  services  of  this  organisation  are  made  available  and 
utilised. 


....  88 
....  96 
....  31 

■ {61 

....  41 

....  317 


....  147 
....  58 

....  112 


....  317 


5 

10 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL  EMPLOYEES  . 

During  the  year,  forty-nine  persons  have  been  medically  examined 
involving  fifty-six  examinations  and  medical  reports.  The  examinations 
\yere  for  the  purposes  of  the  Council’s  Superannuation  Scheme,  applications 
£qj  Breakdown  Pensions  and  the  Council  s Sick  Scheme. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  TO  1951. 

(a)  Care  of  the  Aged. 

I have  to  report  that  similar  to  past  years,  the  Department  continued  to 
co-operate  with  Family  Doctors,  Hospital  Medical  Officers,  and  the  staff 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  the  Assistance  Board  and  the  A herd  are 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  which  is  a voluntary  organisation,  in 
furthering  the  welfare  in  general  of  elderly  people  in  the  area. 


(b)  Removal  to  suitable  Premises.  (Section  47.) 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  provision  of  the  Act  during 
the  year. 

Several  cases  were  fmnd  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  were 
persuaded  to  enter  institutions  voluntarily. 


(c)  Burial  of  the  Dead.  (Section  50). 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  during  the  year,  the  cost  of  burying 
one  person  was  accepted  by  the  Local  Authority. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  Services  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council.  : — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Home  Help, 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  Issuing  of  Sick  Room  Requisites,  School 
Medical  and  Health  Visiting. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
Headquarters — Divisional  Health  Office,  New  Clinic  Building, 

Rock  Grounds,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  441. 


(b)  Mental  Health  Service  : — 

The  duly  authorised  officer  for  this  area  is  : — 

Mr  Stanley  Williams  Amroath,  Clive  Terrace,  Ynysybwl,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Ynysybwl  26. 


(c)  Ambulance  Service  : — 

The  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  situated  at  • 

Hawthorn,  Rhydyfelin,  Pontypridd,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  2522, 
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(d)  Welfare  Service  : — 

Officers  of  the  Welfare  Service  are  available  to  offer  advice  and  assistance 
to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommodation,  the  blind  and  the  handicapped. 

The  local  office  for  this  area  is  at : — 

Area  Office,  Llewellyn  Street,  Trecynon,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  318. 


(e)  Children’s  Department  : — 

The  office  of  the  Children’s  Department  of  the  County  Council  is  at 
33  to  36  Adam  Street,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  31696  to  31698. 

There  is,  however,  working  in  this  district,  a Children’s  Visitor  : — 

Miss  Payne,  c/o  Children's  Home,  Garth  Olwg,  Church  Village,  Glam. 


(f)  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  : — 

This  area  comes  under  the  Pontypridd  District  and  the  Superintendent’s 
Office  is  at  : — Court  House  Street,  Pontypridd,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  3122. 

The  Local  Registrar  is  Mr.  Dilwyn  Jones, 

Registrar’s  Office,  21  Cardiff  Street,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  208. 

(g)  Probation  Officers: — 

The  address  of  the  Principal  Probation  Officer  is  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Chamber,  Mill  Street,  Pontypridd,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  2157. 

For  this  area  the  Probation  Officers  are  : — 

Mr.  Emlyn  Evans  and  Miss  E.  Parker.  , 

Probation  Officers  Office,  21  Cardiff  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  201. 

(h)  Youth  Employment  Bureau  : — 

The  Youth  Employment  Officer  for  the  area  is  Mr.  W.  E.  Macarthy, 
Youth  Employment  Bureau,  Wind  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  595. 


2.  Hospital  Services  provided  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Hospital  facilities  for  this  area  are  administered  by  the  Merthyr  and 
Aberdare  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  office  of  this  Committee 
is  at  St.  Tydfil's  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  900, 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  hospitals  and  clinics  used  by  residents  of 
the  area  : — 

Aberdare  General  Hospital,  Abernant,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  711. 

Fedw  Hir  Convalescent  Hospital,  Llwydcoed,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  612. 

Mountain  Ash  General  Hospital,  Caegarw,  Mountain  Ash,  Glam. 

Tel.  Mountain  Ash  2212. 

Mardy  Isolation  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  230.  (For  Infectious  Diseases). 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  900. 

Merthyr  General  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  864. 

Chest  Clinic  at  42  High  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  640. 

(This  Clinic  is  available  on  Monday  and  Thursday  nornings). 


3.  Services  provided  by  Government  Departments 

(a)  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  : — 
Central  Office  (Wales)  is  at  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 
Tel  No.  Cardiff  26411. 

Local  Office  is  at  4 Victoria  Square,  Aberdare,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  541. 


(b) 


Pneumoconiosis  Medical  Panel  : — 

The  Office  is  situated  at  the  East  Entrance,  Prudential  Buildings, 

Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26161. 


(c) 


National  Assistance  Board  : — 

The  Area  Office  for  this  district  is  at  Glanynys,  Cwmbach  Road, 

Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  343. 


(d)  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  : — 

Employment  Exchange,  Monk  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  383. 


4.  General  Practitioner  Services  : — 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  Executive  Council  •_ 
(National  Health  Council).  47  Park  Place,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  2621§, 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Below  are  details  of  habitable  dwelling-houses  in  the  area  as  at  the  31st 
December,  1955. 

Pre-War  private  houses  in  the  area  10  628 

,,  local  authority  houses  in  the  area  '575 

• • » ».  miscellaneous  houses  in  the  area  ....  27 


Post-War  private  (43)  and  police  (10)  houses  in  the  area  ’ 53 
„ local  authority  houses  in  the  area  1,302 

Total  12,586 

During  the  Post-War  period  to  the  31st  December,  1955,  the  number  of 
dwelling-houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation — 111  houses(16  during 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  houses  on  the  Council  pre-war  estates  are  as  follows  : — 


Trefelin,  Trecynon 
Trenant,  Hirwaun 
Tre  Ifor,  Llwydcoed 
Treneol,  Cwmaman 
Wenallt  Road,  Abernant 
Tre  Telynog,  Cwmbach 
Old  Penywaun,  Penywaun 
Cerdinen  Terrace,  Cwmbach 
Trewaun,  Hirwaun 


140  houses 
132 
106 
72 
40 
26 
24 
18 
18 


576 

27 


Local  authority  miscellaneous  ... 

Total  603 


The  number  of  post-war  houses  and  flats  occupied  on  the  Council’s 
estates  as  at  31st  December,  1955,  is  as  follows  : — 

Greg- 


Bung- 

Con-  Cornish 

Wool- 

ory 

Shop 

Site. 

Brick. 

Steel. 

alows. 

crete. 

Unit. 

away 

Flats. 

Flats.  Totals 

Penywaun 

....  164 

96 

132 

352 

— 

— 

— 

6 750 

Abernant 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 6 

Cwmbach 

....  30 



— 

242 

112 

42 

— 

— 426 

Ty  Fry 

....  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

68 

— 120 

Totals 

....  194 

96 

138 

594 

112 

94 

68 

6 1,302 

No  Council  Houses  were  erected  during  1955. 

The  number  of  Council  owned  houses  at  31/12/1955,  being  : — 
Pre  1939  War  estates  ....  ....  576  houses. 

Pre-War  1939  miscellaneous  ....  27  houses. 

Post-War  estates  ....  ....  ....  1,302  houses. 


1,905  houses, 


ALLOCATION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


Due  to  lack  of  building  sites  in  the  area,  the  building  of  Council  houses 
has  practically  ceased  and  the  position  is  creating  great  concern  to  the  appli- 
cants for  housing  accommodation. 


Below  you  will  find  a table  of  the  973  applicants  (divided  into  Tenants 
and  Sub-Tenants)  for  Council  houses  at  the  31st  December,  1955. 


TENANTS. 


Ward. 

With  3 
or  more 
children. 

With  2 
children. 

With  1 
child 
over  ten. 

With  1 
child 

under  ten. 

With  no 
children.  T.B. 

Totals 

1 

13 

20 

16 

7 

5 

4 

65 

2 

2 

11 

9 

4 

12 

— 

38 

3 

10 

12 

7 

2 

16 

3 

50 

4 

25 

37 

19 

11 

15 

5 

112 

5 

30 

24 

18 

9 

14 

10 

105 

Totals 

80 

104 

69 

33 

62 

22 

370 

SUB-TENANTS. 

1 .... 

10 

24 

8 

71 

51 

4 

168 

2 .... 

3 

10 

6 

29 

31 

2 

81 

3 .... 

1 

16 

1 

24 

23 

2 

67 

4 .... 

3 

22 

6 

55 

29 

1 

116 

5 .... 

17 

32 

8 

56 

51 

7 

171 

Totals 

34 

104 

29 

235 

185 

16 

603 

Tenants  370 

Sub-Tenants  603 

Total  ....  973 

Applications  from  outside  A.U.D.C.  Area  ....  76 


Total  Applications  1,049 


HOUSING  REPAIRS. 


I have  to  report  similar  to  past  years  that,  housing  repairs  during  the 
year  have  not  been  without  their  unsolved  problems  of  getting  landlords  to 
undertake  repairs.  Continued  efforts  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  older  properties  have  resulted  in  a substantial  number 
of  houses  being  attended  to,  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  resort  to 
formal  action  in  some  cases. 


The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  continues  to  make  the  task  of 
enforcing  housing  repairs,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  lower  rented  properties 


a most  difficult  one  to  deal  with. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  1955. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Act  ....  378 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,128 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  of  danger 

or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  9 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  345 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  104 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
(1)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936. 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  88 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(1)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  26 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  5 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects -to  be  remedied  71 


(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(1)  By  Owners 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

4 PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  AND  13  OF  HOUSING 
ACT,  1936  

5.  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OF  HOUSING  ACT, 

1936  


Nil 


6.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954.  SECTION  i. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  every  local  authority  shall, 
within  one  year  after  commencement  of  this  Act,  submit  to  the  Minister, 
under  Parts  2 and  3 of  the  principal  Act,  proposals  for  dealing  with 
houses  within  the  district,  which  appear  to  the  authority  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  ought  to  be  included  for  demolition. 


To  give  effect  to  this  Section,  the  Department  made  a survey  of  the 
properties  in  the  town  and  during  the  inspection,  the  following  points 
were  taken  into  consideration  as  specified  in  Section  9 of  the  Act  : — 


A. 

Repair. 

B. 

Stability. 

C. 

Freedom  from  damp. 

D. 

Natural  Lighting. 

E. 

Ventilation. 

F. 

Water  Supply. 

G. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary 
Conveniences. 

H. 

Facilities  for  storage,  preparation 
and  cooking  of  food  and  for  dis- 
posal of  waste  water. 

The  report  on  the  survey,  set  out  a list  of  properties  considered  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  which  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


178  Houses  are  considered  as  unfit  now  and  455  houses  are  considered 
to  become  unfit  in  the  next  five  years. 


7.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 

During  the  year  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  under  the  following 
Regulations  : — 

Applications  under  the  Housing  Repairs  (Increase  of  Rent) 
Regulations,  1954  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Applications  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restriction 
Acts,  1920  to  1939  i 


8.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

In  my  1954  Annual  Report,  I mentioned  that  the  Local  Authority  had 
resolved  to  implement  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended 
by  subsequent  legislation. 

I have  to  report  that  during  1955,  applications  for  improvement  grants 
had  been  received  from  167  applicants.  Up  to  the  end  of  1955,  the  Local 
Authority  had  approved  47  applications  for  improvement  grants. 


9.  ACTION  ON  HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION 

UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

During  1955— Demolition  Orders  Served 
Closing  Orders  Served 
Undertakings  Accepted 

All  occupants  from  the  above  properties  were  rehoused  by  the  Local 


4 

4 

1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  SECTION  269. 
MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Occupied  caravans,  etc.  are  beginning  to  make  their  appearance  in 
diilerent  parts  of  the  area  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  ensure  that  they 
comply  with  the  appropriate  legislation. 

No  caravan  site  has  been  approved  by  the  Council. 

J.  LI.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY 
INSPECTORS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  593 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-visited  1128 

Number  of  notices  served — preliminary  345 

Number  of  notices  served — statutory  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  254 

Number  of  houses  repaired  ••••  179 

Closets  cleansed  or  repaired  ....  47 

Flushing  tanks  renewed  ....  ....  ■•••  •—  ••••  ••••  31 

New  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings  ....  ....  ....  . ..  4 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ■•••  32 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  159 

Defective  walls  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  139 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ....  ....  ....  • •••  ••••  98 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  104 

Defective  floors  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  89 

Defective  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  76 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  109 

Defective  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  8g 

Defective  ovens  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  57 

New  Eaves-gutters  and  downpipes  fixed  ....  ....  ....  ....  124 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Other  nuisances  abated  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  examination  ....  ....  ....  311 

Number  of  Water  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  ....  543 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  Chemical  examination  ....  ....  543 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  Food  and  Drugs  ....  ....  ....  257 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  99 

Number  of  infectious  disease  cases  investigated  ....  ....  ....  128 

DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease.  ..  ....  ....  160 

Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,111 

Number  of  Articles  destroyed 102 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

Number  of  drains  tested  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  96 

Number  found  defective  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3^ 

Number  of  drains  relaid  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Number  of  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ....  7Q 
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FACTORIES. 

Number  on  register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  58 

Number  of  outworkers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  109 

Number  of  defects  remedied  . . ....  ....  ....  5 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....17 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  ...  ....  54 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  on  Register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  125 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ....  ....  7 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

Number  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  460 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  ....  24,447 

Number  of  animals  inspected ....  ....  24,447 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouse  ....  ....  ....  ....  33,325  lbs. 

Other  foods  condemned ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5,970  lbs. 

LODGINGHOUSES. 

Number  on  register  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

D.  RICHARDS, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


